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Charter 
 
The Commission was chartered in 2006 by the City Council to ñadvise the City Council and the 
Metropolitan Airports Commission with regard to matters affecting the operation of Flying Cloud 
Airport.ò 
 
The City Council charged the Commission with the following roles and responsibilities: 
 

A. Advise the Council and the Metropolitan Airports Commission with regard to matters 
affecting the operation of the Flying Cloud Airport, including: the classification of the 
airport under federal and state law; rules and regulations of federal and state agencies 
governing the operation of the Airport; the ongoing monitoring and implementation of the 
Final Agreement Concerning Flying Cloud Airport and MAC Ordinance 51 between the 
City of Eden Prairie, Minnesota and Metropolitan Airports Commission, dated December 
2002 (Final Agreement); other noise abatement methods to reduce the impact of aircraft 
noise on the community; and such other matters as the City Council may direct from time 
to time.  

 
B. Cooperate with the Metropolitan Airports Commission Staff in reviewing for the benefit of 

the Council matters affecting the use and control of the Flying Cloud Airport, including the 
Final Agreement, and shall make its recommendations to the Council and the 
Metropolitan Airports Commission upon request with regard to any proposal affecting the 
use or operation of Flying Cloud Airport.  

 
 

2009 Accomplishments 
 
The Commissionôs approved goals for 2009 were:  
  

1. Continue our focus on providing education and information about Flying Cloud Airport to 
various public and private constituent groups 

2. Continue to increase visibility of, and communications from, the Commission 
3. Continue to monitor the Final Agreement.   
4. Work with the City of Eden Prairie and MAC to reduce nighttime noise 
5. Work with the City of Eden Prairie and MAC to improve the appearance of the airport 

 
Commentary 
 
The Commission was very active 2009, as it held its normal six meetings, as well as four special 
events / meetings.   
 
The first was a public meeting, held May 28

th
 at the Hennepin Technical College, to discuss the status 

of the airport expansion.  Over 150 residents attended to get the facts and to comment about the 
expansion.   
 
The second was an extended meeting in July. The Commission toured the airport and the grounds, 
while under construction, met some of its business leaders, and toured the tower operation.   
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The third was a public meeting with the Hennepin Village Homeownerôs Associations boards hosted 
by the Commission, and presented by the MAC.  
 
The fourth was a tour of the airport grounds in late October to see the south parallel runway in its 
completed state before winter.  
 
The Commissioners take time to fully understand the range of issues facing the Airport from various 
angles.  The Commission strongly believes in its mission. It is working to educate itself, on behalf of 
the City Council, to maximize its value to the City Council, Eden Prairie residents and MAC. 
 
 

Education and Information 
 
Phase 2 of the runway expansion project, to extend 10R/28L to 5000 feet, began in the spring of 
2009.  Additionally, the Very High Frequency Omni-directional Range (VOR) was relocated across 
Flying Cloud Drive. Many taxiways and alleyways were rebuilt, creating a safer operating 
environment.  Work the previous year completed the first phase of the plan, which extended runway 
10L/28R to 3900 feet.  The extensions of both runways will improve safety margins for current and 
future operators, and allow greater efficiency through increased fuel and passenger loads. 
 
 

 
 
The photo above depicts the new runway extension of 10R to 5000 feet (left hand side of photo) and 
the new south hangar area (right hand side of photo).   The hangars are expected to be built on the 
grass areas, on the right.  The smaller paved areas dissecting the grassy areas are alleyways and 
taxiways. 
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The figure above depicts the expansion. 
 
 
 
In addition to the runway expansion project, the City Council continued to have a strong interest in 
two areas impacting the City.  These were airfield security and nighttime noise.   
 
The Commission was asked to update its airfield security report from 2008 during its 2010 work 
plan to assess security at the airport and suggest any necessary improvements.  In addition to all the 
previously reported actions, MAC along with the FAA, have installed high security locks at all gates at 
FCM, which require special security codes to access the airfield. 
 
Mayor Young requested the Commission meet with the FAA and MAC to determine what could be 

done to reduce the impact of nighttime noise on Eden Prairie residents.  

 

Meetings were held with FAA officials and MAC officials to discuss options.  The following was 

determined. 

 FAA cannot make the curfew mandatory but offered to cooperate and support actions that 

could reduce noise. 

 City to ask the FAA to have MSP air traffic control approach/departure (TRACON) to give 

turbo props a southbound heading, like they do for jets departing under Instrument Flight 

Rules (IFR), when departing Flying Cloud. 

 MAC to ask the FAA to have the Flying Cloud tower includes a noise abatement and 

voluntary restriction notice to its outgoing Automated Terminal Information Service (ATIS) 

message. 
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 MAC was successful having language regarding the voluntary nighttime curfew and noise 

abatement procedures added to the Airport Facility Directory. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The chart above is a copy from the Airport Facility Directory used by pilots to provide information 

about their destination airports.  The Commission, with the assistance of MAC, directed the 

publishers to add the noise abatement language for FCM, indicated at the red arrow. 
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The Commission undertook a new project, in conjunction with MAC, to better inform regular and 

transient pilots about the airport and its voluntary noise abatement policy.  The two page document 

that resulted (page one above and page two below) is the product of research conducted at other US 

airports by the Commission.  It found and secured similar guides at other airports and suggested the 

idea for FCM to MAC. These pilot guides, created in size and shape to fit into a pilotôs notebook, have 

been given to the FBOs, aircraft owners, instructors, and all visitors to the Airport.  They are 

downloadable from the web site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


