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The Current State of Affairs between the City of Eden Prairie and the 
Metropolitan Airports Commission concerning Flying Cloud Airport in 
May 10, 2007. 

 

Over the past fifty years, the City of Eden Prairie has had what might best be described as a 
“mixed relationship” with Flying Cloud Airport.  Prior to 2002, the relationship between the City 
and the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) was contentious.  But in December 2002, the 
City Council and MAC jointly signed what we call The Final Agreement which outlines the 
conditions for the ultimate magnitude and scope of the future development of Flying Cloud 
Airport.  The implementation of The Final Agreement has been followed by a period of relative 
peace regarding airport issues. 

In 2005, the Eden Prairie City Council re-established the Flying Cloud Airport Citizen Advisory 
Commission. The Commission, which includes representatives from MAC, the Eden Prairie 
business community, general aviation interests at the airport and citizen groups concerned about 
the future of the airport, began meeting in April 2006.  The Commission’s busy and productive 
inaugural year is described in its February 20, 2007 report to the City Council.  As the 
Commission’s 2007 Work Plan has been approved by the City Council, I have enclosed both 
documents with this memorandum for your reference.  

I am providing this report as a demonstration of the new, positive relationship between the City 
of Eden Prairie and MAC.  The City Council sees Flying Cloud Airport as an important 
economic development amenity for our City that must be balanced with the quality of life of our 
residents.  The City Council wants to restate to Eden Prairie’s federal legislators that the City 
continues to affirm the 2002 Final Agreement with the Metropolitan Airports Commission 
regarding the future of Flying Cloud Airport.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Scott H. Neal,  

City Manager 



 

 

Date 

 

Name 

Address 

City, state zip 

 

Dear ___________; 

On March 12, 2007 City Council Member Sherry Butcher, Fire Chief George Esbensen and I met 
with your staff to discuss the City of Eden Prairie’s federal legislative priorities for 2007.  During 
that visit I provided your staff with a package of written materials that presented and explained 
the City’s position on nine public policy issues.  The section describing the City’s relationship 
with Flying Cloud Airport requires clarification.   

While the airport section accurately characterized the City’s relationship with the Metropolitan 
Airports Commission as increasingly positive and cooperative, it may have unintentionally left 
the impression that the City now supports the expansion of Flying Cloud Airport.  This section, 
rather, was only intended to convey the City’s position regarding advocacy for federal funding 
assistance pertaining to airport security, hangar improvements, and sewer & water projects.  We 
did not intend to imply or state any city government advocacy for federal funding for the 
proposed runway improvement projects at the airport. 

I have enclosed a revised version of the City’s legislative letter concerning Flying Cloud Airport 
that is dated May 10, 2007.  If you have any questions about this matter, please feel welcome to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott H. Neal 

City Manager 


