






To Live Well is to live the life you desire!
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For more information about City of Eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Did you know that the Staring Lake Outdoor Center is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year?

The history of the Staring Lake Outdoor Center 
building actually dates back to the 1930s when it 
was erected as part of a State Emergency Relief 
Administration (SERA) camp during the Great 
Depression. At that time, several SERA camps were 
developed along the Minnesota River Valley to provide 
employment and transient relief for a growing number 
of unemployed Minnesotans who traveled to the area 
to find work. These camps were operated by SERA for 
approximately three years before they were transferred 
to the Works Projects Administration (WPA) which 
managed the camps until 1943.

After the WPA camps in the area were closed, the 
Staring Lake Outdoor Center building was purchased 
by Clarence Bush, a prominent figure in the history of 
the Northrup-King Company. In 1947 Bush moved the 
building from its original location, which was likely 
in Savage, Minn., to its present site on the shores of 
Staring Lake in Eden Prairie.  
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Art on City Walls 
Monday–Friday  
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
City Center

Take a stroll through the lower level of the City Center 
and enjoy the January Art on City Walls exhibit 
featuring water colors, acrylics and oils from local 
artist Mollie Paulson.

 
City Council Meetings* 
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 20

*All meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at the City Center.

Community Band  
Holiday Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 14 
7 p.m.

Celebrate the season with a free performance at the 
Eden Prairie High School Auditorium and Share the 
Warmth by bringing a non-perishable food item or 
warm article of clothing for PROP.

Rock on Ice 
Saturday, Jan. 17 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

Bring the whole family out for an evening filled with 
skating, good old fashioned rock-n-roll, hot cocoa 
and a bonfire at the Round Lake Park Ice Rink.

Live Well, Lunch Well 
Friday, Jan. 16 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Take a break from your busy day to meet up with 
friends at the Eden Prairie Community Center, enjoy 
a healthy lunch and learn about new and exciting 
ways to Live Well. January’s speaker will focus  
on “Exercising – One Step at a Time” and the  
$14 registration fee includes a box lunch from 
Crumb Deli.

Family Pizza and BINGO Night 
Friday, Jan. 16 
6–8 p.m.

Round up the neighbors and bring the kids (ages 5 
and up) for a family BINGO night at the Community 
Center! $12 per person covers BINGO, prizes, a slice 
of pizza and a beverage.

It’s winter in Minnesota, time to bundle up and venture out to have some fun and Live Well 
in Eden Prairie. The quickly falling snow will soon be ankle deep and flooded ice rinks will 
soon be frozen over, so strap on your skates, grab your sled and get outside to enjoy some 

good, old-fashioned entertainment!

Eden Prairie’s nine outdoor, fully lit skating and hockey rinks are open Friday, Dec. 19 through 
Monday, Feb. 16, weather permitting. Each rink is equipped with a warming house and 
attendant Monday through Friday from 4 to 8 p.m. and on weekends from noon to 5 p.m. 
Skating is free of charge and fun for the whole family, so bring your skates and hit the ice!

Once you’ve brushed up on your skating skills, bring the whole family out for the Rock on Ice 
event, Saturday, Jan. 17 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Round Lake Park. The evening will be filled 
with skating, rock-n-roll, hot chocolate and a bonfire.

For some additional frozen fun, grab your sled and head for the Staring Lake Sledding Hill. This 
700-foot sledding hill will soon be adequately covered with snow and is sure to provide hours 
of fun for the whole gang. The hill is fully lit until 8 p.m. Monday through Friday, and until 5 
p.m. on weekends for hours of snowy sledding fun.

When it comes to winter in Minnesota, the opportunities for outdoor fun are endless; and when 
it comes to outdoor fun in Eden Prairie, there are dozens of great ways to get out and Live Well 
with the whole family!

To learn more about these and other Eden Prairie Parks and Recreation Department programs, 
visit edenprairie.org.

This past Sunday was a cold and windy day at Purgatory 
Creek Park. But three hundred other people and I were 
there for an important event. It was the dedication event of 

the new Eden Prairie Veterans Memorial. Mayor Young was the 
emcee for the program. The program included a brief speech 
by retired Brigadier General Dennis Schulstad and remarks 
from State Senator David Hann, State Representative Maria 
Ruud and brand new U.S. Congressman-elect Erik Paulsen.

I could have included a photo of the memorial. I’ve got some 
good ones. It’s a beautiful memorial. I’ve decided, however, 
to include a photo of the people that made it all happen. 
A project like a Veterans Memorial doesn’t happen without 
the grit and determination of dedicated people. They worked 
with the City to get all the necessary regulatory approvals. 
They worked with local businesses and residents to raise 
money, including convincing elected state officials to dedicate 
$100,000 in state financial assistance for the project. They 
worked with design and construction professionals to advance 
their intangible idea to something that is not only tangible but 
permanently so.

Did they do it for personal glory? No. They did it because they 
are dedicated to the preservation of our memory – our memory 
of the sacrifices of our fellow citizens who served our country 
in peace and in war. I can’t list all of the names of the people 
that made those sacrifices, but I can list all of the names of 
the people in this photograph that have worked so hard to 
honor them. 

They are: John Mallo, Bob Grant, Steve Steele, William Cochrane, 
Bud Schwartz, Richard Fey, Ed Holt, Elizabeth Grant, Mary Ann 
Bryndahl, Bill Dobbins, Carol Steehler, Kevin Rofidal, Travis 
Wuttke, Tim Sather, Eric Ahlstrom, Dick Foley, Ernie Shuldhiess, 
James Moran, Marie Wittenberg, Tommy Johnson, Toby Sarahan, 
Jerry Renner, James Bevilacqua, Jr., Ronald Schlangen, Lou 
Ellingson, John Menden and Duane Cox.

Ladies and Gentlemen: Thank you for your service. Well done.

Bush renovated the log recreation building into a summer 
home on Staring Lake, nearby the Northrup-King seed 
research facility he managed. Just over 20 years later 
the Bush family sold the log structure and 12.5 acres 
of land surrounding it. Eventually, the City of Eden 
Prairie acquired the property and in 1979 the building 
became the Eden Prairie Senior Center. In 1988, when 
the Senior Center moved to its current location on Eden 
Prairie Road, the old log building was designated for its 
current use as the Staring Lake Outdoor Center.

Today, the Outdoor Center and the parkland around it 
are used by the residents of Eden Prairie to enjoy a 
wide variety of outdoor recreation opportunities from 
gardening and fishing to bird watching and star gazing. 
In 2008, more than 400 classes, trips and programs 
operated out of the Outdoor Center, bringing more than 
3,500 outdoor enthusiasts through the doors of the 
73-year-old log building.

This year, as the Outdoor Center celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, an abundance of exciting programs and 
events are in the works! For details and registration visit 
edenprairie.org/parksbrochure or pick up a copy of the 
Winter Parks and Recreation Program Guide and locate 
the Outdoor Center section on page 33.

The log recreation building in this photo is likely the 
building that was moved to Eden Prairie and is now 
known as Staring Lake Outdoor Center.

Eden Prairie Veterans Memorial Committee


